
Professional 
Competency 
Examination 
Brochure

The CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER®

www.fpi.co.za



Why CFP®
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Professional

Professional Competency Examination

Have you obtained your Postgraduate Diploma in Financial Planning or B. Com (Honours) in Financial Planning?  
Or do you hold an advanced degree or designation in finance, economics, law or taxation and have more than 5 years of 
financial planning experience?

You are on the pathway to obtain the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER®  professional designation.

The CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER® professional designation or CFP®  professional designation is internationally 
recognised as the standard for financial planning professionals. 

The status gives consumers confidence that the financial planner they are dealing with is suitably qualified to provide 
advice and information and gives assurance that they remain up to date with developments in the industry.  



The next step is to pass the Professional Competency Examination of the Financial Planning Institute.  This examination 
consists of two case studies, written over consecutive days, that will test your financial planning skills, knowledge and 
competencies. These examinations are conducted online and is easily accessible from the comfort of your own home or 
office. 

From 2021 FPI has introduced the rewrite option, which affords certain candidates an extra opportunity to pass a case 
study.  Examinations are conducted in March, June, and September.

What should I 
do next?

Become a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER® Professional
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Hear what they have to say about the Professional Competency Examination and tips on how they passed. 

Meet Some of our 
Recent Candidates

Financial Planning Institute of Southern Africa

After I completed my undergraduate degree, I did some research and decided that financial planning was the ideal 
career for me. I obtained my Postgraduate Diploma in Financial Planning in 2017 and attempted the Professional 
Competency Examination for the first time in 2019. I did not pass the Professional Competency Examination on the 
first attempt, but I did not let that get me down because I really wanted to be a professional. I have also had the 
privilege of working with good financial planning professionals that have inspired and motivated me. I wrote the 
professional competency exam for the second time in 2021 and passed. Stay positive and focus. The earlier you 
start with your preparations the better it will be for you.

Katlego Mei, CFP®
FPI Candidate

After completing the Postgraduate Diploma in Financial Planning, I decided to seal my qualification with a designation.  
Studying for my third attempt was difficult because I felt there was nothing more I could cover. I decided to study the 
textbook in detail, looking for unfamiliar concepts and ideas that I may have overlooked, concepts that were never 
focused on in my diploma and topics that I didn't understand before. Be up to date with all legislative changes and 
industry updates, understand the implications and also know how to apply them.

Maureen Mashiane
FPI Candidate



The journey to becoming a CFP® was my journey of self-discovery. Whilst studying for the Professional Competency 
Examination, I focused on one aspect of my life at a time. I realised that I was sitting at my desk randomly thinking 
about Time Value of Money and Capital Gains Tax on Donations. It was becoming counter-productive and sending 
me into a panic. The best way forward was committing to packing away any work-related material and focus on the 
studying. Communicate with your family and friends. Your focus is going to shift for some time whilst you focus on 
achieving this life goal. Many of the candidates have spouses; life partners, children, and parents – take them on 
this journey with you. 

Chantay Dlamini
FPI Candidate

Click here to view video content

Click here to view video content

I knew it was going to be a hard road balancing work and studies, and I worked out that I had to spend at least 2 
hours a day studying to be adequately prepared, so dedicated the hours of 5am – 7am every morning to studying 
only. The nice thing about that is most people are still asleep, so there are no work or family distractions during that 
time. Stay committed. I am walking proof that you do not have to be brainy to pass the exam, all you need to do is 
put in the work. The hard work will pay off!

Charlene Kinnear, CFP®
FPI Candidate

I have been a short-term insurance broker since 1988 and have the privilege to serve several clients in the third 
generation.  My goal to obtaining the CFP® designation was reached over a 10-year period. It is a challenge to be 
manager of a practice and keep up with the studies. I have learned to frame my time. My best time to study 
uninterrupted was 4:00 in the morning and Saturdays. I have done each presentation for a client as if it was a case 
study. With study it is the same as with any other goal like losing weight or getting fit. You will not achieve meaningful 
results if you only do the correct thing every now and then. You need to do what you need to do constantly.

Unis Oosthuizen, CFP®
FPI Candidate

https://youtu.be/Pd1Bb1HavSU
https://youtu.be/7uFqGQ30J74
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CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER® and  are trademarks owned outside the U.S. by Financial Planning Standards Board Ltd. The Financial Planning Institute of Southern Africa is the 

marks licensing authority for the CFP® marks in South Africa through agreement with FPSB. Please visit www.fpsb.org to learn more about FPSB and the affiliate countries.
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